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SECOND DOSE 12-16 WEEKS AFTER FIRST DOSE 
Why Revising the Gap To 12-16 Weeks for Covishield Makes It More Effective? 
The first dose of a vaccine (called the prime dose) evokes your immune 
system and leads to the activation and proliferation of the body’s defense 
cells. The number of these cells increases after the prime dose, peaks and 
then declines due to cell death. The second dose of a vaccine called the 
booster dose is optimal at a time point when the number of defense cells 
produced by the primary dose has declined. It is important here to emphasize 
that the second dose exposes the remaining defense cells to the viral antigen 
and leads to an increase in their lifespan. It has been observed that a time 
interval of several weeks between the first and second vaccine doses can be 
necessary to obtain optimal immune system responses. 

Different vaccines have different needs with respect to the minimum interval 
between subsequent doses.  

As per a Lancet study the efficacy of the Covishield vaccine increased when the 
shots were administered at a gap of 12 or more weeks. The numbers suggest 
that the efficacy was around 81.3% when the second dose of Covishield was 
given at an interval of 12 or more weeks. Whereas, the efficacy was around 
55·1% when given at an interval of less than 6 weeks. 

 



 

 

STOP THE SPREAD--------- GET YOURSELF TESTED 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PERIOD OF HOME ISOLATION 

 
 

 



 

 


